Ann Arbor Backyard Beekeepers Beginner Beekeeping Course




2017 Syllabus
Instructor: Dave Pearce

dpearce007@hotmail.com
248-302-7797

Course Location – Matthaei Botanical Gardens, 1800 N. Dixboro Rd., Ann Arbor, MI 48105 – Room 125.
All classes will be Sundays, 10am – 1pm, EXCEPT the equipment build on March 11, which is a Saturday.

This course is for the beginner to beekeeping. Over ten sessions, we will guide you through your first year of beekeeping, covering equipment, bee biology, and basic management. We will discuss the many situations that a beekeeper will face over the year, and will provide hands-on experience in basic hive inspection and skills – designed so that each participant can learn a technique in class and return to apply it in their own hives. This course will focus on understanding the needs of bees and raising healthy colonies.
Each class will begin indoors with lecture/discussion time, and will move outdoors to the teaching apiary (except February, which will be entirely indoors). Participants are expected to bring their own veils/protective clothing, and dress appropriately for working outdoors with bees. Some sort of veil/face protection is required for working in the apiary. We will use the teaching hives at the Botanical Gardens for hands-on skill training. Participants generally choose to keep their own bees during this season, though it is not required. No equipment is required at the beginning of the course, as we will cover where and how to purchase everything.
Course fee: $150 ($135 for MBGNA members). Includes electronic resources and printed handouts. There is a 10% discount for members of the Botanical Gardens – just add your member number when you register. This membership will also waive all parking costs at the gardens for the year. If you would like to become a member, please visit the Botanical Gardens website:  http://www.lsa.umich.edu/mbg/give/membership.asp
Class Dates 


1.
February 26 – Equipment needs / season overview / bee biology 

2.
March 4 (Saturday) – Equipment build – held at 5846 Becky Lane, Ann Arbor, MI 


3.
April 9 – Hive set-up options / Varroa strategy (bring smoker to class) 

4.
Date /Time TBD – Installing nucs (optional) 

5.
April 30 – Swarm biology / swarm prevention / splits I 

6.
May 21 – Pests and pathogens / comb production 

7.
June 11 – Honey plants / supering for honey production 

8.
July 9 – Splits II: late season splits / honey removal 

9.
August 13 – Fall management / disease control/ combining hives 

10. 
September 10 – Fall management / preparing for winter 

11.
October 1 – Winter management / preparing for spring
Class Descriptions

It is recommended that participants attend each class, as they are not overlapping – each session will cover new information. It is also important to attend the classes to keep up with the speed of the rest of your cohort. The outline below is just a guideline to give you an idea of the information covered in the course. Class topics will change due to weather, the questions of the class, and the needs of the bees in the teaching apiary.
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1.   February 26 – Equipment needs / Season overview / Bee biology

We will answer questions about your current equipment and discuss your needs for the upcoming season. We will begin the discussion of honey bee biology, covering their basic needs and adaptations, and will discuss an overview of the year to come.

2.   March 4 – Equipment Build – held at 5846 Becky Lane, Ann Arbor, MI 
Have equipment that you need built? We will meet out in your instructor’s wood shop. You can judge her ability to get the shop cleaned in time, see what tools she uses and tricks of the trade for making long-lasting equipment as efficiently as possible.

3.   April 9 – Hive set-up /Varroa plans – Bring your smoker!

We will focus on getting you set up and ready for the bees. We will set up a hive, talk about choosing locations, and discuss the needs of your new colonies.

4.   Date /Time TBD – Installing nucs (optional) 
We will install nucs in the hive, discuss nuc management, and deliver nucs to those in the class who ordered them.

5.   April 30 – Swarm / Swarm prevention / Splits I

We will discuss colony reproduction and swarm biology, and how to identify signals that your hive is preparing to swarm. We will practice management techniques to prevent swarming, including making splits and using nucs.
6.   May 21 – Pests and Pathogens I / comb production 
We will discuss how to keep hives healthy, and what to do if your bees get sick. We will cover reading a hive through inspections and will begin our discussion on pests and pathogens – we will learn to tell when a colony is telling us that it needs help. We will also focus on comb and how to build up first year colonies.

7.   June 11 – Honey plants / Supering for honey production 
We will discuss various options for supering for honey production and space provision. We will discuss honey producing plants, sources, and how to ensure that your bees make enough honey to get through winter (and maybe some for you too!).

8.   July 9 – Splits II – Late season splits / Honey removal

We practice late summer increases to provide colonies for next year and fall replacement queens. We will also discuss how, when, and how much honey to remove

9.   August 13 – Fall management / combining hives

This is a key time for bees, and our goal is making sure the colony is strong enough to enter winter. We will discuss combining, feeding, and treatment options.

10.   September 10 – Fall management / Preparing for winter

We will discuss different ways that hives can be made to withstand cold, lack of food, and moisture, and options for arranging your hive to go through winter.

11.  October 1 – Winter management / Preparing for spring

We will discuss management over the winter, and how to prepare for next spring. We will review the past season, and answer any questions that remain.
