Ann Arbor Backyard Beekeepers Intermediate Beekeeping Course



2018 Syllabus
Instructor: Dave Pearce

dpearce007@hotmail.com
248-302-7797

Course Location – Matthaei Botanical Gardens, 1800 N. Dixboro Rd., Ann Arbor, MI 48105 – Room 125.

All intermediate classes will meet Sundays, 2pm – 5pm, EXCEPT the equipment build on March 24 
(see below).
This course is designed for individuals with some beekeeping experience. Students should have completed a season-long beekeeping course or have kept bees successfully through at least one winter, and have a basic understanding of bee biology and management techniques. We will address management strategies for beekeepers who want to expand their apiaries and have more overwintering success, or for those who feel like they are stuck as a beginner beekeeper year after year. We'll take a more in-depth look at swarm prevention, splits, overwintering hives, pests & disease treatment and prevention, and tricks of the trade. The classes are scheduled to be slightly ahead of when you would perform the tasks on your own hive, so that you are prepared to manage your own hive through the season. The goal of this course is for participants to be able to identify their colony’s needs and to have the skills to keep a more sustainable apiary.
Each class will begin with indoor lecture/discussion, and will move to the teaching apiary (except February, which will be entirely indoors). Participants are expected to bring their own veils/protective clothing. We will use the teaching hives at the Botanical Gardens for hands-on skills training. It is recommended that participants attend each class, as each session will cover new information.
Course fee: $150 ($135 for MBGNA members). Includes electronic resources and printed handouts. There is a 10% discount for members of the Botanical Gardens – just add your member number when you register for bee school. This membership will also waive all parking costs at the gardens for the year. If you would like to become a member, please visit the Botanical Gardens website:  http://www.lsa.umich.edu/mbg/give/membership.asp
Class Dates 


1.
February 25 – Equipment needs / season overview / bee biology 

2.
March 24 (Saturday) – Equipment build, two sessions – in rooms 125 and 131 at Matthaei

3.
April 29 – Hive set-up options / Varroa strategy (bring smoker to class) 

4.
May 20 – Pests and pathogens / comb production 

5.
June 17 – Honey plants / supering for honey production 

6.
July 8 – Splits II: late season splits / honey removal 

7.
August 12 – Fall management / disease control / combining hives 

8. 
September 9 – Fall management / preparing for winter 

9.
October 7 – Winter management / preparing for spring
———

Another important date is December 11, 2018 – A2B2’s annual Holiday Gala. This fun night out will feature a silent auction and mead tasting! Admission to the Gala and silent auction is FREE; mead-tasting tickets cost $15 for five one-ounce pours, which includes a souvenir engraved wineglass. Mark your calendar and plan to join us – all are welcome! Held at Matthaei Botanical Gardens (1800 N. Dixboro Rd., Ann Arbor).

Learn more at www.A2B2club.org.  
